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Unit 11: ECOLOGY 

Saving Sea Turtles 
    

 
 

New  
Vocabulary 
dredges 
rookery 
plummet 
gantlet 
trawling 
 

Specialised  
Vocabulary 
nesting sites/seasons 
herpetologist 
extinction 
conservation programs 
poaching 
fishing nets 
endangered 
seasonal migration 
 

Prefixes 
Noun-forming 

overharvesting 
monofilament 

Verb-forming  

outlaw 

Suffixes 
Adjective-forming 
accidental  
abating 
energizing 
seasonal 
recreational 

 

 

PREPARING TO READ: Once abundant, all eight species of sea turtles are 
now threatened or endangered, pushed toward extinction by the 
hunting, development, and indifference of humankind. 
 

They are killed for meat and leather; their eggs are taken for food and 

aphrodisiacs. Their nesting sites go for development. They are ground up 

by dredges, run over by pleasure boats, poisoned by pollution, strangled by 

trash, and drowned by fishline and net. And we hardly know them. It was 

only in 1954 that the father of sea turtle research, a visionary herpetologist, 

the late Archie Carr, set up camp on the beach at Tortuguero, Costa Rica, the 

largest green turtle rookery in the Caribbean. Green turtle populations had 

plummeted, and Carr wanted to learn how to protect them. Today one man 

on a beach has grown into an international army of biologists and volunteers 

trying to understand the ways of sea turtles and save them from extinction. 

[…] New conservation programs aim to help turtles by also helping the 

people who depend on turtles for food and income. […] Though the U.S and 

115 other countries have banned import or export of sea turtle products, the 

pressures on sea turtles are not abating. We could be at the turning point 

of saving these ancient beasts – or of losing them. […] Mexico alone 

slaughtered nearly 75,000 annually, until the killing was banned by a 

presidential decree in 1990. Now the greatest threat to their survival seems 

to be the overharvesting of eggs. Latin Americans prize sea turtle eggs as an 

aphrodisiac and energizing protein. Soft and as round as Ping-Pong balls, the 

eggs are sold as raw snacks in bars. It’s hard to be angry at the egg 

collectors, called hueveros. Most have no other way to make so much 

money. Costa Rica outlawed the taking of eggs in 1966, but harvesting 

remains widespread. Poaching eggs from a placid leatherback, a Costa Rica 

villager is one of legions who illegally take turtle eggs in Latin America; 

eggs can fetch two dollars a dozen. Believed to enhance the libido, raw turtle 

eggs are hot in bars. […] In one nesting season 20 to 30 million eggs might 

be laid at Ostional [a village in Costa Rica]. Even without human 

interference only 4 to 8 percent will hatch. Nests are so concentrated that 

females often destroy previous nests as they dig. Coyotes root for the eggs, 

and fungi also take a toll. Kemps’s ridley is now the most endangered sea 

turtle, decimated by egg harvesting, especially for the aphrodisiac market in 

Mexico City, and by accidental drowning in commercial fishing nets. […] 

Kemp’s ridleys seen in the north were once thought to be strays. The 

increase in turtle research shows them to be regular visitors, part of a great 

seasonal migration that takes Kemp’s ridleys, loggerheads, greens, and 

leatherbacks up and down the Atlantic coast. It’s a gantlet. The dredges that 

maintain shipping channels crush them. Trawling nets still drown thousands 

a year. Recreational sportfishing and boating kill too: Turtles are mangled by 

propellers and get tangled in discarded monofilament line and drown.  
 

Anne and Jack Rudloe, ―Sea Turtles. In a race for survival‖, National Geographic, 

Vol. 185, No2, February 1994, p. 96-120. 
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Section I 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITIES 

 I. GUESSING MEANING AND GIVING DEFINITIONS. Find the antonyms 
in the table below: (See G: C.1) 
 
1.Something/Somebody buried a. Libido 

2.People taking no action b. To slaughter 

3. An approval, a consent, an agreement c. Raw 

4. Protecting and defending something d. Ground up 

5. Lack of sexual desire e. To enhance 

6. To decrease f. Volunteers 

7.Something cooked and ready to be consumed g. A ban 

8. To be an environmental criminal h. Outlawed 

9. Something insignificant/of no interest i. To protect 

10.Something protected by decrees j. The turning point of a 

situation 

II. Match the following words/expressions with the definitions: 
1.Aphrodisiacs a. To fall suddenly and quickly from a high position /level 

2. Dredges b. An open challenge (as to combat) —used in phrases like throw down the 

gauntlet 

3. Rookery c. To hunt without permission 

4. Plummet d. To fish for something by pulling a large net with a wide opening through the 

water 

5. Gantlet e. A kind of drug that enhances the sexual desire 

6. Poaching f. Plenty of nests 

7. Trawling g. Machines used to clear mud from the bottom of a river or to make it wider 

8.Propellers h. A scientist  dealing with reptiles and amphibians 

9. Herpetologist i. Injured with deep disfiguring wounds by cutting, tearing, or crushing 

10. Mangled j. Radiating blades twisted so that each forms part of a helical surface 
 

 
III. MAKE YOUR DICTIONARY AND WORK YOUR VOCABULARY. A. Give your own definitions for 
the three underlined phrases taken from the text: 
1. Fungi also take a toll.  

2. They were once thought to be strays.  

3. Turtles get tangled in discarded monofilament line and drown.              
 

 
B. AFFIXATION/SYNONYMS. Find synonyms to the words which have prefixes or suffixes in the 
following sentences: (See G: A, B) 
Model: There is an international army of biologists and volunteers trying to protect nature. 
There is a worldwide army of biologists and volunteers trying to protect nature. 
1. Unfortunately despite the measures taken, the pressures on sea turtles are not abating. 

2. The turtle killing was banned in Mexico by a presidential decree in 1990. 

3. The greatest threat to turtle survival seems to be the overharvesting of their eggs. 

4. Latin Americans prize sea turtle eggs as an aphrodisiac and energizing protein. 

5. Egg collectors make money from poaching sea turtle eggs on beaches. 

6. Costa Rica outlawed the taking of eggs in 1966.  

7. Sea turtles are endangered by accidental drowning in commercial fishing nets. 

8. Recreational sportfishing and boating kill too. 
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Section II    
LANGUAGE FOCUS 

 
 
I. COORDINATION. Find and join two independent clauses in the table 
below with one of the coordinating conjunctions (and, both…and, but, 
or, nor, so) making all the necessary changes: (See G: XI.2) 
 
 
 

Model: Recreational sportfishing kills.  Boating kills. 

Recreational sportfishing and boating kill. 
a. They are killed for meat. a. Egg harvesting should not remain widespread. 

 

b. The turtle killing was banned by a presidential 

decree. 

b. Mexico outlawed the taking of eggs. 

 

 

c. The increase in turtle research shows them to 

be regular visitors. 

c. Their eggs are taken for food. 

 

 

d. Costa Rica outlawed the taking of eggs. d. They are part of a great seasonal migration. 

 

 

e. Sea turtles killing should not remain 

widespread after this decree. 

e. There still are plenty of poachers on beaches. 

 

 

 
II. COORDINATION. Match clauses 1-5 to a-e and join them using the following pairs (So + Aux+ 
Subject 
/Both + multiple subject; Neither+ Aux+ Subject/ Subject + Aux + Either) and making all the 
changes you need: (See G: XI.2) 
Model: 1. Recreational sportfishing kills.  a. Boating kills. 
Both recreational sportfishing and boating kill. 
1. They are killed for meat. 

2. The turtle killing was banned by a presidential decree. 

3. The increase in turtle research shows them to be regular visitors. 

4. Costa Rica outlawed the taking of eggs. 

5. Sea turtles killing should not remain widespread after this decree. 

a. Egg harvesting should not remain widespread. 

b. Mexico outlawed the taking of eggs. 

c. Their eggs are taken for food. 

d. They are part of a great seasonal migration. 

e. There are plenty of poachers on beaches. 

 

III.  CHUNKING.  Learning set phrases or chunks of related language. This unit dealt with an 
essential ecological issue: saving sea turtle. Listen to the following text which presents other 
main ecological problems. After hearing the text, decide what phrases express the idea that 
there are problems in our world and name some of them.  
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Section III    
TEXT STRUCTURE 

 I. REINFORCERS/CONNECTORS. Take the sentences in the left-hand 
column of the table in Section II, and continue them using an independent 
marker word such as however, furthermore, moreover, therefore:  
(See G: XI) 
 

Model: Recreational sportfishing kills; however, many people keep on 

practising it.  

1. They are killed for meat. 

2. The turtle killing was banned by a presidential decree. 

3. The increase in turtle research shows them to be regular visitors. 

4. Costa Rica outlawed the taking of eggs. 

5. Sea turtles killing should not remain widespread after this decree. 

 

II. LOGICAL RELATIONSHIPS. Use the connectors in the left-hand column to fill in the blanks of 
the following sentences in order to make logical relationships and to create a coherent 
paragraph. (See G: XI) 
 
 

 

 

 

1.first 

2.second 

3. when 

4. however 

5.in order to 

6.because 

7.anyway 

8. third  

……………sea turtle eggs are considered 

to be an aphrodisiac and energizing 

protein, they are sold as raw snacks in bars. 

………….avoid the overharvesting, Costa 

Rica outlawed the taking of eggs in 1966. 

………….turtle populations continue to 

plummet. 

 ……….. their eggs are taken for food and 

aphrodisiacs, ……….. turtles are killed for 

meat and leather, ………… get tangled in 

discarded monofilament line and drown. 

………….. even without human 

interference, turtles are endangered.  

…………. females lay their eggs, they 

often destroy previous nests as they dig 

………..nest concentration is extremely 

high. 

Write below the coherent paragraph 
using logical relationships 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III.  ORGANISING TEXT. The following sentences are in the wrong order. Rearrange them in a 

logical order and write your paragraph. Make changes to make sense. (See G: C) 
 
1. Soft and as round as Ping-Pong balls, the eggs are sold as raw snacks in bars.  

2. Even without human interference only 4 to 8 percent will hatch. 

3. Now the greatest threat to their survival seems to be the overharvesting of eggs. 

4. Believed to enhance the libido, raw turtle eggs are hot in bars. 

5. Nests are so concentrated that females often destroy previous nests as they dig. 


