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UNIT 3: GEOGRAPHY 

Exploring the Imperial Cities. Two Weeks Half Board 
 

 

 
 

New Vocabulary 
 

linger 
interspersed 
backdrop 
hub 

 
Specialised Vocabulary 
 

explore 
bargain 
souk 
medina 
sightseeing 
minarets 

 
Hyphenated Compounds 
 

tree-lined avenues 
en-route places  
long-established tradition 
 
 

 

 
Preparing to read: Morocco is a must see treasure of Africa. From 
your knowledge, think of some characteristics of Marrakech and 
make a list of what you consider it to be the most relevant things to 
be seen and done while there. 
 
On this holiday we will explore the Imperial capitals of Morocco’s 

various dynasties: Marrakech, Fes and Meknes. Each city offers a unique 

insight into this fascinating country whose deeply rooted beliefs and 

traditions can still be seen and heard above the clamour of 20th century 

life. It is not only the sites of Morocco – the Roman ruins, the ancient 

cities, mountain kasbahs and elegant Islamic monuments- but also the 

everyday way of life that lingers in the memory; bargaining for 

souvenirs  in the souk, medina taxis (donkeys), mint tea, tagines (tasty 

stews) and of course the Hammams (a type of steam bath, scrub and 

massage). All of these make this sightseeing and walking holiday with a 

difference. We start at Marrakesh where we will stay for five nights. 

Marrakesh or Morocco City as it was originally known has always been 

a place where southern tribesmen and Berber villagers brought their 

goods, spent their money and found entertainment. It is probably the 

most exotic of Morocco’s attractive towns with its date palms, seven 

miles of ramparts, gardens, and pink ochre buildings. The old town is a 

maze of busy souks and alleyways, while the new town has wide 

avenues interspersed with orange and jacaranda trees. All this, against a 

backdrop of the High Atlas range where the snow lingers on Mount 

Toubkal until May, gives Marrakesh an atmosphere and charm that is 

irresistible. At the center of the city is the Djemaa el Fna, a square with a 

long-established tradition of entertainers- acrobats, musicians, dancers 

and comedians. We will visit the square and explore the busy medina 

with its souks where goods of all description are made and sold. This is 

the real heart of Marrakesh, the hub of daily life, which has changed 

little over the years. We visit the Saadian Tombs and many other 

interesting buildings and gardens. As a contrast to the bustle of the city 

we will spend time walking in the foothills of the Atlas mountains, 

enjoying the views of Mount Toubkal, and visiting Berber villages well 

off the normal tourist track. We will also walk in the Ourika Valley. 

Travelling north we will spend a night near Beni Mellal in order to make 

the most of the en-route places of interest on the 300 mile journey to 

Meknes, our base for the next three nights. The walled medina, its 

skyline a confusion of green, white and gold minarets, perches on the 

western hill and below it lies the new town with its neat tree-lined 

avenues and cosmopolitan restaurants and bars. [...] Our final destination 

is Fes, the most beautiful city in the Arab world. Although no longer the 

political capital of Morocco, it is the country’s spiritual centre. When 

Europe was in the dark ages, Fes witnessed the birth of the world’s first 

universities and the development of arithmetic and algebra. [...]. 
 

The Treasury of real holidays. Ramblers, autumn 2002-spring 2003, Herts, p. 44. 
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Section I 
VOCABULARY ACTIVITIES 

 
I. GUESSING MEANING AND GIVING DEFINITIONS. Match the words in 
the following chart with their definitions/explanations. You can intuit 
their meaning in the reading text: (See G: C1) 
 
 
 

Specialised word Definition/Synonym Specialised 

word 

Definition/Synonym 

kasbahs 

 

a tall tower with a balcony attached 

to a Muslim mosque from where 

people are called to prayer  

Berber 

 

a type of steam bath, scrub 

and massage 

souk 

 

member of any of a number of 

peoples living in northern Africa 

minarets tasty stews 

medina 

 

reddish-orange dye mosque 

 

old Arab city 

tagines 

 

crowded Arab quarter of a North 

African city 

Muezzin 

 

Muslim house of prayer and 

worship 

hammams 

 

one who calls the faithful to prayer 

in Islam 

henna outdoor Arab market 

 

II. COMPOUND STRUCTURES. Fill in the sentences in the right-hand column with one of the 
compound structures (Adjectives) in the left-hand column: 
 

 

 

 

1.tree-lined  
2. en-route  
3. long-established  
4. 99-year-old 

5. full-time 

6. part-time 

7. five-star  

8. three-floor 

9. six-day 

10. three-week 

a. While in Morocco, he stayed in an exotic……………...hotel in the city centre. 

b. They had a relaxing……………………holiday and saw plenty of places 

throughout Europe last year. 

c. She was strolling along a beautiful …………………….boulevard while her 

family was desperately looking for her.  

d. When I was a student in Geography I used to have…………………….jobs in 

different travel agencies. 

e. According to a ………………..custom women are not allowed in this mosque. 

f. He attended the lecture of a …………………………cartographer about 

secrete maps during the Second World War. 

g. If you are hungry you can go to one of these ……………………restaurants 

along the motorway.  

h. She asked for a …………leave and spent some time in Morocco’s capital city. 

i. After my graduation, I could find a …………………job in my field of interest. 

j. The guide showed us round giving information about an Arabian 

……………………building in front of the old medina. 
 

III. GAPPED TEXT. Make any change of the following words and then fill in the gaps in order to 
establish the right meaning of the paragraph: invite, more, beaches, gorges, defy, divide, cedar, 
medinas.  
 

Morocco (1) a simple description. It spans the Northwest corner of Africa from the Rif mountains and 

the Mediterranean below Spain, south along the Atlantic ocean. The High Atlas mountains (2) the 

Sahara desert from the fertile flat central plains. We like to think of it as a country of (3) forests, long 

Atlantic (4), colourful markets, ancient (5), sandy deserts, bountiful vineyards, acres of olive, argan & 

orange trees, hedgerows filled with wild flowers and herbs, exotic palmeries, snow capped mountains, 

and deep river (6) The climate (7) visitors for skiing, surfing, wind surfing, golfing, cycling, trekking 

and (8).  
(http://www.moroccoexplored.com/4-about2.html , taken on Wednesday, October 15, 2008, 17:05) 

http://www.moroccoexplored.com/4-about2.html
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Section II   
LANGUAGE FOCUS 

 
 I. EXPRESSING PREFERENCES. A lot of what we usually say is for a 
purpose like offering/asking for help, making complaints, giving 
warning, contrasting ideas, etc. Make use of the language functions by 
expressing your wishes and showing preferences in the following 
sentences: (See G: XV) 
1. I wish I knew there was a concert in the old medina 

because…………………………………………………………………. 

2. I wish I were in Morocco with you, but ……………………………………………………... 

3. I wish I could join the expedition to Sahara because………………………………………… 

4. I'd rather go swimming in the sea than……………………………………………………….. 

5. How about strolling along the old city to……………………………………………………………. 

6. If it were up to me, I'd have a mint tea in this fabulous tea saloon but………………………………. 

7. I'd prefer trying this Arabian food than………………………………………………………………. 

8. I think we should……………………………………………………………………………... 

9. Why don't we…………………………………………………………………………………………. 
10. Let's………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
II. BACKSHIFTS. Take the three sentences expressing wishes in exercise I and make any change 
you need to say the same idea without using the verb wish. Then make up other sentences of 
your own expressing preferences and wishes: 
 

Model: I didn’t know/I had no idea there had been…………………………………………… 

 

III. A. MAKING/ACCEPTING INVITATIONS. Say Yes to these suggestions: 
 
1. We could visit Casablanca while you're in Morocco to see the famous city. 

2. I suggest we take all the factors into consideration before we make any choice for the trip.  

3. What about going to the bazaar and have a look? 

4. Why don't we have some mint tea and honey cakes? 

5. Would you like to come to the mosque with me? 

 
 
III. B. MAKING/REJECTING INVITATIONS. Join suggestions in III A to answers in III B, saying No 
without being rude. You have a model in the chart 
 

1. We could visit Casablanca while you're in 

Morocco to see the famous city. 

a. Sorry, I'm not really fond of spending time 

in cities; I’d rather go and see villages.  

2. I suggest we take all the factors into 

consideration before we make any choice for the 

trip.  

b. I'd really rather not have anything, I’m on a 

diet. 

3. What about going to the bazaar and have a 

look? 

c. I'm afraid I can't be so sensible, I’m very 

anxious to go on this trip. 

4. Why don't we have some mint tea and honey 

cakes? 

d. Thank you, but it's not my idea of a fun 

evening out, I’m not too religious. 

5. Would you like to come to the mosque with 

me? 

e. That's very kind of you, but I really have to 

take a nap now, I’m beat tired.  
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Section III  
TEXT STRUCTURE 

 
I.SEQUENCING AND EXPRESSING OPINIONS. After having carefully 
listened to this geographical description, say your opinion of what you 
have just heard by using: I think/I feel/It seems to me/first of all/in my 
opinion/definitely /in my view/my third and final choice/ to conclude, etc. 
(See G: G) 
…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

II. EXPRESSING PERSONAL OPINIONS. After having listened to another presentation, say 
your thoughts about accepting different cultures and visiting exotic places which could be 
dangerous using verbs/phrases of opinion: (See G: G) 
 

1. I feel…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. I often hear people say………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. Lots of people believe……………………………………………………………………………….. 

4. Most of the people I have met think…………………………………………………………………. 

5. I think that…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

6. My opinion is that…………………………………………………………………………………… 

7. I have the feeling that………………………………………………………………………………... 

8. I am very sure that…………………………………………………………………………………… 

9. I am deeply convinced that………………………………………………………………………….. 

10. I agree that…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

III. EXPRESSING IMPERSONAL COMMENTS. Rewrite the sentences you have completed in II in a 
more impersonal way using: (See G: G) 
 

1. It is obvious that………………………………………………………………(it + adjective) 

2. It is undoubtedly true that………………………………....(adverb for emphasis + adjective)  

3. It can be argued that…………………………………………... (impersonal it + the passive) 

4. Some people argue that…………………………………………...(impersonal some people) 

5. It is said that……………………………………………………………. (it + past participle) 

6. They say that……………………………………………………………………………….. 

7. One must admit that……………………………………………………………………….. 

8. They argue that…………………………………………………………………………….. 

9. It is accepted that………………………………………………………………………….. 

10. There is no doubt that……………………………………………………………………. 

 
 


