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UNIT 6: Geography of Tourism  

Is It Fair to Have So Much Fun? 
 

 

 

 
 

 

New Vocabulary 
to jangle 
to troop 
funfair 
to sprawl 
roller coaster 
mystified 
pier 

wallop 

 

 Suffixed Words 
madness 
faithfully 
traditional 
tourist 
visitor 

 

Compound Words 
postcard 
fortune-teller 
funfair 
seaside 
holidaymaker 
newspaper 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Preparing to read: How would you transform old tourist destinations 
into new attractions frequented by young people? Read the text 
bellow.  
Imagine the coldest water that you have ever waded into; water that 

greets you like a stab of pain and brings to your lips a long, involuntary 

sound like air escaping from a pinched balloon. Imagine wind-driven 

sand that stings your cheeks, dusts your hair, and leaves you feeling, at 

the end of the day, like a newly stuccoed house. Imagine noise that hits 

you like a car crash and colored lights that jangle your senses. Imagine 

paying good money for this. Imagine enjoying it.  

  Welcome to Blackpoll. The British invented the seaside holiday, and 

frankly I can’t imagine what they were thinking. To sit half naked for 

hours on a pile of sand is, to my mind, as alien a pleasure as an 

experience can be. To do it in a climate like Britain’s is clearly a form of 

madness. 

  Yet millions of Britons faithfully, even eagerly, troop to the coast each 

year to enjoy the traditional pleasures of a day at the seaside-saucy 

postcards, kiss-me-quick hats, Gypsy fortune-tellers, cantankerous deck 

chairs, donkey rides on the beach, funfairs, chewy whelks-and nowhere 

attracts them in greater numbers than Blackpoll. 

  Sprawled along seven breezy miles of the Lancashire coast, just over 

the horizon from the old industrial cities of northern England-Liverpool, 

Manchester, Bradford, Leeds-Blackpoll is the largest, liveliest, most 

incontestably in-your-face seaside resort in Europe. It attracts more 

tourists than Greece. Seventeen million visitors, equivalent to almost one-

third the population of Britain, come to the town for at least a day each 

year. It has the largest roller coasters, the brightest lights, the biggest 

crowds, the intensest noise, the tackiest souvenirs of any fun spot that 

ever rose beside the sea. There is no other place like it-and, you might 

sometimes feel tempted to add, thank goodness. 

  “You either love this place or hate it”, admits Jane Seddon, the local 

tourism officer. Actually, there is a third option. You can be totally 

mystified by it.  

  Blackpool’s north pier on a Friday afternoon in July. In the Sun Lounge, 

an open-air area sheltered from the wallop of sea winds by salt-dirtied 

glass barriers, Raymond Wallbank is manipulating an outsize Wurlitzer, 

playing standards like “Moon River” and Blackpool’s perky unofficial 

theme tune, “I Do Like to Be Beside the Seaside”. He has been here for 

31 years, according to a sign. Many of his lightly snoozing audience look 

as if they have been there about as long.Along the open pier, beneath a 

sky the color of soiled sweat socks, holidaymakers, mostly elderly, sit 

with newspapers or vacant stares on the ornate cast-iron benches, their 

backs tensed against a stiff breeze. A few are struggling with small plastic 

platters of cockles or whelks or other traditional seaside fare. They are, 

believe it or not, having the time of their lives. 
 

Bryson, Bill; “A Jolly Good Time in Blackpool, England” in National 

Geographic, Vol. 193, No. 1, January 1998, pp. 38, 39. 
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Section I 
Vocabulary Activities 

 
 

 

I. GUESSING MEANING: Match the following words/ phrases with the 
definitions: to wade, stuccoed, to jangle, to troop, deck chair, funfair, 

whelks, to sprawl, roller coaster, pier, wallop, cockles. (See G: C.1) 
1…………..a hard blow 

2…………..marine mollusks with two-heart shaped, radially ridged shells 

3…………..large edible marine snails 

4…………..a structure built out over the water and supported by pillars used as a landing place or 

pleasure pavilion 

5…………..an amusement ride in which small, open cars move on tracks that dip and curve sharply 

6…………..covered or decorated with plaster for molding relief ornaments 

7…………..a lightweight folding chair, usually with arms and a leg rest, used on ship decks 

8…………..to walk about in shallow water as for amusement 

9………….. an amusement park 

10………….to irritate very much 

11………….to spread out in an awkward or uneven way so as to take up more space than is necessary 

12………….to walk or go together 

 

 

II. WORD BUILDING: Use the word in capital letters to complete the sentences. Add the 
necessary prefix/ suffix and put the word in the correct form. (See G: A, B) 

 

 
1. It was a………..to try to have a bath in the ice cold sea water. MAD 

2. You have to ………..follow the directions that the tour guide gave to you and you will find the pier. 

FAITH 

3. The ……..looked as if he was lost and confused. TOUR 

4. On our way to Blackpool we passed by an ……………park on the left side of the road. 

INDUSTRY 

5. Once they entered the funfair all the………… were asked to visit as many attractions as they could 

during the two hours allocated for this. VISIT 

6. The ……………funfair attractions like the roller coasters and the roundabouts were all closed. 

TRADITION 

 

 
III. COMPOUND WORDS: Match the following words to form compound nouns and fill in the 
blanks: fortune, side, maker, news, teller, holiday, sea, fair, paper, fun. Make all the necessary 
changes.  
 
1. That morning before going to Blackpool, we all read the ……………. 

2. The …………all preferred to wade in the cold water of the sea. 

3. At the funfair there was a ………………who predicted our future.  

4. Not many Britons choose a ……………holiday in the U.K. 

5. The…………were very popular at the beginning of the 20
th

 century.  
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Section II 
Language Focus 
 

 
                       Articles 

         (See G: III) 
 
 
I. GAPPED TEXT: Complete the following text with an appropriate article 
(the, an/an, zero article). 

  
It is interesting to reflect that there is (1)……direct link between (2)…..relentless liveliness of 

Blackpool and (3)…..long-forgotten 18
th
 century book with (4)…..somewhat unlikely title of 

(5)….Dissertation Concerning (6)…..Use of (7)….Sea Water in (8)…..Diseases of (9)….Glands by 

(10)…. equally long-forgotten physician named Richard Russell. 

 Before Dr. Russell’s day - indeed, at least as far back as Roman times-Britons had been 

taking themselves off to inland spas like Bath and Harrogate to immerse their gouty frames in 

(11)…..warm, generally sulfurous waters of (12)…….natural springs. But in (13)….early 1700s 

Russell began propounding (14)….unorthodox view that (15)…..hot springs were actually deleterious 

to (16)…..health and cold, bracing seawater was just (17)….thing to remedy nearly every malady from 

leprosy to lassitude.  

Conveniently-but somehow not surprising-it happened that Dr. Russell had (18)…..practice by 

the sea. He encouraged his willing patients not just to bathe in (19)…..seawater but to also drink it, 

often in alarming quantities, and to stroll beside it to benefit from its healthful vapors. […] 

By (20)…mid-1800s at least (21)…score of resorts, Blackpool among them, had sprung up all 

around Britain’s coast. While (22)…..most other resorts strove for (23)….kind of tranquil gentility, 

Blackpool became (24)….unabashedly boisterous place-where, as (25)….local Herald newspaper 

noted with (26)…..touch of alarm in 1875, “people expect to have a jolly care-for-nothing sort of 

scamper”. It catered to (27)….new class of holidaymakers-(28)….workers from nearby factory towns, 

who came each year on what were known as wakes weeks (from (29)…..old northern English word 

for (30)…..religious festival specific to (31) …..particular town or parish), when whole towns would 

shut down and everyone would go away on (32)….holiday together.  

 

II. MISTAKE CORRECTION: Find and correct the ten mistakes in the following text: 
  

Perhaps no better place represents what Blackpool is about than a venerable fun spot called 

the Pleasure Beach, which isn’t the beach at all but a amusement park, crammed onto a 42-acre site 

along a sea-front. For anyone who has grown accustomed to the spacious, just painted cleanliness of 

the modern American theme park, Blackpool Pleasure Beach can seem, well, cramped and dowdy. 

This, I discovered when I met Bill Marion of West Babylon, New York, is actually the virtue. “It’s 

just like Coney Island used to be”, Marion said to me in the tone that went some distance past 

awestruck. ”It has personality. It’s a place out of time” 

Marion, it turned out, was one 168 genially demented people, all members of the group called 

the American Coaster Enthusiasts, who had come to Britain to ride roller coaster for ten days. The 

park’s publicity people were enormously proud of their new 12-million-pound (19 million dollars 

U.S.) roller coaster called the Big One, which they claimed to be a tallest and fastest in the world, but 

to my surprise, Marion and his fellow enthusiasts were far more enchanted by some of smaller, more 

creaking diversions.  
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Section III 
Text Structure 

 
I.   SEQUENCING AND ORGANISING TEXT:  In the following gapped 
text decide which fragments (a-d) best fit each space (1-4). (See G: C) 
“Changing with the times while retaining a sense of timelessness is something 

Blackpool has always done exceptionally well. Anyone who knew the resort 

50, 60, or even 70 years ago would recognize it instantly today. The trams that trundle along the 

seafront are much as they were in the early years of this century.  

1………… 

At the same time, there has been a certain loss of innocence. “There used to be a lot more of what you 

might call simple pleasures”, Barry Shaw, a postal worker who grew up in the town in the forties and 

fifties, told me one day. “There were tearooms and cinemas-15 or 20 at one time, as against just two 

now-and some lovely dance halls. People were more easily contented back then.” 

For better or worse, adapting to change has always been a feature of Blackpool. “This was the first 

resort to realize how the car would transform British life”, says Roger Bingham, the historian.  

2………… 

Bustling and friendly, Parr is proprietor of one of Blackpool’s 3,500 small hotels and guesthouses. Her 

trim guesthouse, called Haldene, is one block in from the seafront, on a street on which every house-

perhaps 50 altogether-is also a guesthouse. There are scores of streets in Blackpool like this, where 

virtually every property is a B and B. 

3………… 

“On rainy days you used to sometimes see the familiar standing under awnings or in bus 

shelters just waiting for it to be four o’clock”, an English friend told me, grinning at the 

ridiculousness of it. “It was quite pathetic really”.  

4………… 

“Blackpool still gets plenty of visitors, but now even if they stay, it’s only for a night or two”, 

he says. Blackpool has become a short-stay destination.”  

The fragments are: 
a) In the1960s it tore down the main railway station, rerouted trains to a new, much smaller 

station a half mile inland, and redeveloped the site into one of Europe’s largest parking lots. 

At one time as many as 320 trains a day would arrive in Blackpool and spill out occupants, 

most of whom would stay for a least a week. Now the overwhelming majority of visitors 

arrive by car, and increasingly they drive home at the end of the day-“often without having 

spent a penny or anything but perhaps a cup of tea and parking”, says Hazel Parr. 
b) Parr is the antithesis of the infamous Blackpool landlady of yore. By tradition Blackpool landladies 

were a formidable breed, barking out orders, imposing strict rules, and generally cowing guests. There 

was a time not so long ago when guests were expected to depart immediately after the breakfast and 

were not allowed back until dinnertime.  

c) Now guests expect, and invariably get, private baths, color TVs, complimentary coffee, tea, snacks, 

and unlimited access to their rooms. Parr charges ₤5 for dinner, but at the time of my visit only 3 of 

her 13 rooms were occupied, I was the only one to avail myself of her munificent evening meals.  

d) The Illuminations, as ort of carnival of lights that began in 1912 as a way of extending the season, 

continues to be a huge draw every autumn. The piers, the Tower, and the Pleasure Beach all offer 

much the same pleasures as they did a century ago, and nearly all the gift shops still specialize in a 

distinctive candy called (for reasons that become evident as soon as you try to bite it) rock.   (Bryson, Bill; 

“A Jolly Good Time in Blackpool, England” in National Geographic, Vol. 193, No. 1, January 1998, pp. 38, 39.) 

II.  WRITING AN ESSAY:  In a short opinion essay present your point of view regarding the 

following statement: “The national character is largely influenced by climate and geographical 
position”. (150-200 words). (See G: G) 


