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UNIT 7: Geography of Tourism 

Exploring Exotic Arizona 
 

 

 
 

 

New Vocabulary 
cacti 
redundant 
to thrive 
rim 
to clamber 
a field day 
encroached 
sightseeing 
to taxi 

 

Suffixed Words 
fascinating 
archaeological 
photographer 
enjoyable 

 

Compound Words 
aircraft 
wildlife 
overnight 
throughout 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Preparing to read: What qualities should a good tour guide have? 
Deep in the south west of the United States bordering Mexico we find 

one of the largest states of the Union. Here the last vestiges of the “old 

west” live on. The terrain is fascinating, much desert speckled with 

beautiful cacti, mountains canyons and air so dry that this is where the 

world‟s airlines store their temporarily redundant or surplus aircraft, 

parked out in the desert. […] 

  We fly from London to Phoenix and continue to Tucson by road. Here 

we start our holiday just a few miles from the Mexican border. We 

spend six nights in Tucson which is surrounded by national and state 

parks. We will walk and explore in them, seeing fine examples of 

saguaros and cholha cacti, strange rock and mountain formations and 

maybe some of the small desert wildlife which thrives here on the edge 

of the Sonora Desert. Here there is a fascinating museum of desert life. 

We also visit the San Xavier Mission. From Tucson we travel to Wilcox 

(two nights) where we visit Tombstone, “the town too tough to die”, 

location of “Gunfight at the OK Corral”. Here we will see the Main 

Street and Boot Hill, touches of the old wild west. Our next stop is 

Flagstaff (two nights) where we will have the opportunity to explore the 

surrounding area that is rich in natural and archaeological wonders. We 

continue north, crossing generally desert country with huge cacti plains 

to the Grand Canyon country, where we spend three nights close to the 

canyon itself. This gives us two whole „breath-taking‟ days to walk 

along the canyon rim and to descend into the canyon; how far 

depending on the ability of particular parties to clamber back out again 

(it is probably near D+ grade). Two days where the average 

photographer will have a field day! From the Grand Canyon we travel 

to Phoenix, the state capital, for the final night before our overnight 

flight home. Our travel throughout will be by road, which will allow us 

the opportunity to walk and explore, sightsee, visit museums and other 

places of interest seeing some of the old west and some of the more 

modern, which has only slowly encroached on this region, an America 

that‟s a far cry from the busy east coast of California. 

  This a holiday which many will find interesting and enjoyable with 

good opportunities for relaxed exploring and sightseeing with some 

easy and some more taxing walking.Meals: American breakfasts are 

included. Accommodation is in twin-bedded rooms (for double or single 

occupancy) with bath or shower/  wc in comfortable hotels and motels. 

  16 Days-D/Sightseeing                                                   

Nov 1-Nov 16……...₤1,350      Feb 15-Mar 2……..₤1,350 

Nov 15-Nov 30……₤1, 350      Supp. for single room: ₤280. 

Flights: Gatwick-Phoenix (c. 10 hrs): British Airways. Outward: 

dep.10.55. Return: arr.10.10 

Provincial flights: British Airways connecting domestic flights 

available, supplement ₤62 return. 
 

Exploring Arizona” in The Treasury of Real Holidays-Ramblers, Autumn 2002-

Spring 2003, p.88. 
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Section I  
Vocabulary Activities 
 

 
 

 I. GUESSING MEANING: Match the following words /phrases with the definitions: to border, 
vestige, to speckle, to store, saguaros, to clamber, field day, sightseeing, to encroach, to taxi, 
outward, cacti. (See G: C1) 
1…………desert plants with fleshy stems, reduced or spine like leaves and showy flowers. 

2…………giant cactus with a thick, spiny stem and white flowers 

3…………to climb with effort or clumsily by using the hands as well as the feet 

4…………to mark with small marks of contrasting color 

5…………to extend along the edge of 

6…………a day spent out in outdoor scientific study; an occasion of enjoyably exciting events. 

7…………to move slowly along the ground or on the water 

8…………to put aside for use when needed 

9…………trace, mark, sign of something that once existed but has passed away or disappeared 

10………..to trespass or intrude in a gradual or sneaking way 

11………...the act of visiting places and things of interest for pleasure, education 

12…………away from the interior 

 

 

II. WORD BUILDING: Use the word in capital letters to complete the sentences. Add the 
necessary prefix and/or suffix to put the word in the correct form. Make any necessary changes. 
(See G: A, B) 
1. It was a …….piece of news that we have received-that of going in a trip to Arizona. FASCINATE 

2. All the tourists expressed their wish to visit the most famous ………….sites of the area. 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

3. The beautiful sights of the Arizona area were all carefully illustrated in the pictures of that……….. 

PHOTOGRAPHER 

4. The most……..part of the trip was the descent into the canyon. ENJOY 

5. The valley was ……..by rocky cliffs. ROUND 

6. ………cacti can be found in the Arizona desert all year round. BEAUTY 

7.  We will explore some of the strange rock and mountain ……..and the small desert wildlife which 

thrives on the edge of the Sonora Desert. FORM  

 

 

III.  SYNONYMS: Find synonyms in your text to the following words: 
1. overabundant, superfluous are similar in meaning with…………. 

2. to prosper, to flourish are similar in meaning with………… 

3. cliff, brink are similar in meaning with……… 

4. strong, rough are similar in meaning with……. 

5. edge, border are similar in meaning with…….. 

6. normal, ordinary are similar in meaning with…… 

7. lodgings is similar in meaning with……….. 

8. chance, occasion are similar in meaning with…… 

9. excess, residue are similar in meaning with…… 
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Section II 
Language Focus 

   

                Expressing Future Time 

      (See G: V.2.4) 
 
 

I. VERBAL FORMS: Write the correct form of the verb in brackets to 
complete these sentences. Use one of these structures: will, shall, be 

going to, will be + vb - ing , will have + past participle, will have + been + vb-ing, present 
continuous, present simple.  
1. The tourists decided they ………..(to visit) the Grand Canyon next week when the 

temperatures…….(to be) lower.  

2. The tour guide ……..(to explain already) to the tourists the difference between saguaros and cholha 

cacti by the time we ……(to arrive) on the spot. 

3. I …….(to see) whether or not I……. (to go ) in that particular trip next month, because it…..(to 

cost) a lot.  

4. The plane ……(to take off) from Gatwick at 10.55 each day.  

5. Tom ……(to travel) to Tucson later this week.  

6. At 2 o‟clock p.m. tomorrow, we ……..(to descend) into the Grand Canyon using one of the easiest 

trails. 

7. Tomorrow by 4 p.m. we …….(to walk) in the Sonora Desert for two hours and we ……(to 

continue) walking until around 6 p.m.  

8. Alice …….(to have a hot bath) the moment she reaches the hotel room after this tiring dusty day in 

the desert.  

 

II. MULTIPLE CHOICE: In each of the sentences below, one of the options (A-C) is appropriate. 
Circle the letter for the option you choose. 
1. Next Friday at this time we ……..to Tucson by plane for a week-end break.  
A will travel   B will be travelling  C shall travel 

2. By next Monday we……..to six countries in just one month. 

A will be travelling  B will have traveled  C are travelling 

3. This evening we …….to New York on business. 

A are travelling   B shall travel   C shall have traveled 

4. We…….to Beijing to meet the Chinese Prime minister.  

A are to travel   B shall travel   C shall be travelling 

5. It ………; there are so many clouds on the sky. 

A will rain   B will be raining  C is going to rain 

 

III.  REPHRASING: for each of these sentences below, write a new sentence as similar as 
possible in meaning to the original sentence, but using the word(s) given. This word must not be 
altered in any way. 
1. The contract that we have signed with the travel agency should arrive in the post tomorrow.  

due……………………………… 

2. Do not destroy the cacti while taking a trip in the desert. 

destroyed ………………………. 

3. That cactus flower is so beautiful. Tourists will take pictures of it for sure. 

bound ………………………….. 

4. The tourists are about to leave the airport for the hotel. 

leaving ………………………. 
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Section III 
Text Structure 
 

 
 

I.TRUE/FALSE STATEMENTS:  Decide whether the following statements are true or false or not 
stated considering your reading text:” Exploring Exotic Arizona”.  
 
1. The world‟s redundant aircraft is stored mainly in the Arizona deserts due to the extremely dry air.  

2. Arizona is the largest state of the U.S.A.  

3. Tourists can travel from Phoenix to Tucson by means of cars or coaches. 

4. Tourists are not allowed to explore the state parks surrounding Tucson.  

5. The small desert wild life on the edge of the Sonora Desert is endangered. 

6. Around Flagstaff there are many archaeological sites of interest for the tourists. 

7. All around the Grand Canyon there can be found huge cacti plains. 

8. To climb back the canyon is easier than the descent due to many easy tracks.  

9. Phoenix is the second city in Arizona from an administrative point of view.  

10. All this trip in Arizona will be done by road only.  

 

II.  ORGANISING  THE TEXT: Read again the text above mentioned and rearrange in the right 
order the summarizing points of the holiday itinerary. (See G: C) 
 
a) Three nights will be spent near the canyon, which means that two days will be spent exploring the 

Grand Canyon 

b) We will see many cacti, small desert wildlife and the San Xavier Mission. 

c) From here we travel to Phoenix for the final night before departure. 

d)  From Tucson we have to travel to Phoenix by road. 

e)  From Phoenix we have an overnight outward flight to London.  

f) We fly from London Gatwick to Phoenix with British Airways. 

g) After these four nights we head for the Grand Canyon. 

h) Six nights are spent in Tucson visiting the national parks. 

i) Then we travel to Wilcox where we visit Tombstone and Flagstaff. 

 

III.  WRITING AN ESSAY: When speaking about cultural stereotypes, pragmatism, ambition, 

independence refer to important characteristics attributed to the Americans. Which, in your 
opinion would be the stereotypical features attributed to the Romanians. Write an opinion essay 
where you should use the following expressions/ linking words /phrases: (See G: G) 
 
I strongly believe that…. 

I agree with X‟s point of view…..but….. 

I also……./In my opinion……. 

It is said that………but I disagree because …… 

I would (rather) suggest……. 

To summarize, I would say that…… 


