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Unit 16 

At the Pharmacy 
                  

Speech Acts  
Vocabulary  
ache = durere 
to allow = a da voie, a permite 
arthritis = artrită 
to bother = a deranja 
carefully = cu grijă, cu atenţie 
cautions = precauţii 
cephalalgia = cefalee 
climate = climat 
dental = dentar 
directions = instrucţiuni 
to dissolve = a dizolva 
dosage = dozaj 
drug = medicament 
due to = datorită 
dysmenorrhea = dismenoree 
leaflet = pliant 
medicine = medicament 
effective = eficient 
to exceed = a depăşi 
fever = febră 
pain = durere 
period = menstruaţie 
to relieve = a uşura 
since = deoarece 
soluble = solubil 
sore = dureros 
trademark = marcă înregistrată 
treatment = tratarea, tratament 
upset = deranj 
wellbeing = stare de bine 
 
Synonyms   
ache = pain 
headache = cephalalgia 
 
Phrases 
as soon as = de îndată ce 
to be familiar with = a cunoaşte, 
a-i fi cunoscut (ceva) 
to be used to (smth.) = a fi  
obişnuit cu  
by the time = pe când 
I’d rather = aş prefera să … 
to fall ill = a se îmbolnăvi 
to get a headache = a te lua 
durerea de cap 
to have a headache = a avea o 
durere de cap 
to have a sore (eye/ leg/ etc) = 
a te durea/ irita (ochii/ piciorul/ 
etc.) 
to make sure = a se asigura 
 

 

 

Headaches
… Dureri de cap 

 

When you visit Great Britain you 

may get a headache due to the 

different climate. So, as soon as 

you are indisposed, make sure 

you go to the pharmacy and ask 

the chemist for the medicine you 

are used to: aspirin, for example. 

 

“Good afternoon! How can I help 

you?” 

“Well, I have a headache.” 

“You need some Tylenol.” 

“Oh, I would like some aspirin, 

please.” 

“I would use Tylenol if I were 

you. It is a safe and very effective 

pain reliever…” 

“I’m sorry, I am not familiar with 

it. I’d rather have some aspirin.” 

“All right. Here is your aspirin!” 

“Excuse me, but this is 

acetylsalicylic acid.” 

“It is the medical name for 

aspirin. Aspirin® is a Bayer 

trademark and we are not allowed 

to sell it under that name if 

produced by another company. 

The leaflet reads that it is used in 

the treatment of cephalalgia.” 

“Cephalalgia?” 

“That is headache in medical 

terms.” 

“That sounds like foreign 

language to me.” 

“Please read carefully the 

instructions leaflet. You will find 

there all the information you 

need.” 

“Thank you. Goodbye!”  

“Goodbye!”                

Request: I would like... 

 

Pain/ Ache: What seems 

to bother you? 

I have a headache. 
 

Advice:  
What should I do? 

Take aspirin after food. 

Aspirin should be taken 

with or after food. 
 
 
 
 

Acetylsalicylic Acid 
(Soluble 300 mg 

Tablets) 
INSTRUCTIONS 

LEAFLET 

Uses 
It is used as an  

analgesic and as  

anti-inflammatory in the 

treatment of minor 

aches and pains that 

result from many forms 

of arthritis, including 

osteoarthritis, dental 

pain, period pain; 

It is also an antipyretic: 

it reduces fever. 

 
Directions 
Dissolve the tablets in 

water before taking. 

 
Dosage 
Adults: 2-3 tablets 

every 4 hours. Do not 

exceed 13 tablets in 24 

hours. 

 
Cautions  
Since it might cause 

stomach upset, it is best 

to take aspirin with or 

after food. 
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Language Use  Practice 
 

A. Suffixes (G Introduction I. 1. 2)  -algia = pain, -cian = having a specific skill; -er/ or = one 

who, that which, - ist = one who, that which. 
Aspirin is used in the treatment of cephalalgia. The pharmacist explained that Tylenol was a safe pain 

reliever. The optician is the doctor who treats your eyes. 
 

B. Prefixes (G Introduction I. 1. 2)   
a-, an- = not, without; anti- = against, opposite; hyper- = beyond, more than; hypo- = under; 

osteo- = bone 

Aspirin is used as an analgesic and antipyretic. It is also used in the treatment of minor aches 

and pains resulting from many forms of arthritis, including osteoarthritis. 
 

C. Time Clauses (G. XII. 3. 1) 
 

When the music starts, 

you must close your 

eyes. 

As soon as you relax, 

you will experience a 

feeling of wellbeing. 

You will feel better by 

the time the doctor 

arrives. 

 

 

 

 

1. Match a suffix or a prefix with a word to 
make a new word, according to the model. 
                                  e.g. pharmacy + -ist =  

optic           -er                   a.  

neural         -ist                   b. ……………. 

act              -algia               c. ……………. 

pharmacy   -or                    d. pharmacist 

relieve        -cian                 e.  ……………. 

anti-           thermia              f.  ……………. 

hypo-         algesic               g.  …………… 

an-             inflammatory    h……………… 

 
D. If Clauses Type II (if + Past Simple, 
would+ infinitive) (G. XI. 4) 

 
2. Use when, as soon as, before, until in the 
following sentences: 

 

Unreal, improbable or imaginary situations: 

     If she had a headache, she would go to 

the pharmacy. 

     I would use Tylenol if I were you. 

     You would feel better if you listened to 

me. 

Polite requests: 

            It will be nice of you if you help me. 

           It would be nice if you helped me. 

 

a. I’ll go to the dentist … I finish work. 

b. The doctor advised her to have a malaria 

vaccination … she travels to Asia. 

c. He will take a pain reliever … he feels worse. 

d. The physician will see you … he arrives. 

e. We won’t give you the diagnosis … we finish 

the investigations. 

f. They will ask for help … they need it. 

 
3. Use Type 2 Conditional to make more polite requests: 
a. Will you use Tylenol if you fall ill? 

b. Will you mind giving me some aspirin? 

c. I’ll feel better if you stop smoking. 

d. I will be grateful if you help me. 

a. Would you use Tylenol if you fell ill? 

b. ……………………………………… 

c. ……………………………………… 

d. ………………………………………  
   

 

E. Language Register:  Medical language vs. Everyday speech: It is used in the treatment of 

dysmenorrheal pain. / It is used in the treatment of period pain. 
  

4. Turn the following sentences into everyday speech:  
a. Aspirin is used as an antipyretic. 

b. It is also used as an analgesic. 

c. Tylenol is used in the treatment of cephalalgia.  

d. This is a medicine used in the treatment of osteoarthritis. 

 

a. Aspirin is used to reduce fever. 

b. …………………………………. 

c. …………………………………. 

d. ………………………………… 
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        At the doctor’s                 Speech Acts  Vocabulary 
 
appendicitis = apendicită 
to bend = a îndoi, a se apleca 
blepharitis = blefarită 
bone = os 
breath = respiraţie 
brush = perie 
cardiologist = cardiolog 
cavity = carie dentară 
to complete = a finaliza 
couch = canapea, pat 
fluoride = cu fluor 
food poisoning = intoxicaţie 
alimentară 
General Practitioner (GP) = medic 
de familie 
gum = gingie 
to increase = a creşte 
internal physician = internist 
investigation = investigaţie 
medicală 
itch = mâncărime 
itchy = care provoacă mâncărime 
joint = articulaţie 
last night = aseară  
to lie down = a se întinde 
leg = picior 
loss = pierdere 
medical specialist = medic 
specialist 
optician = oftalmolog 
orthopaedist = ortoped 
otitis = otită 
otolaryngologist = orelist 
to prevent = a preveni, a împiedica 
rheumatism = reumatism 
stain = pată 
stiff =înţepenit 
surgery = operaţie 
surgeon = chirurg 
toothpaste = pastă de dinţi 
 

Phrases 
 at a click = cu un click 
to be hospitalized = a fi spitalizat 
to be operated on/ to have surgery 
= a fi operat 
this is no joke = cu asta nu e de 
glumit 
what seems to be the matter? = 
care e problema/ ce vă doare?  

When you are ill... 
 

you go to your General Practitioner and, 

based on your symptoms, he will send 

you to a medical specialist: 

-to an internal physician if your abdomen 

aches; 

-to an optician if your eyes hurt; 

-to an otolaryngologist if you have sore 

ears; 

-to a dentist if you have a toothache; 

-to an orthopaedist if you break a leg; 

-to a surgeon if you must be operated on; 

-to a cardiologist if you have heart 

problems… 

                                  

     
 

At the Clinic… 
“Well, what seems to be the matter?” 

“I have a pain in my abdomen and I feel 

like vomiting.” 

“When did it start?” 

“Last night, when I went to bed.” 

“Lie down on the couch, please! Does it 

hurt when I press your abdomen?” 

“Yes, it does.” 

“Bend your right leg, please.” 

“The pain is increasing!” 

“I’m afraid it is appendicitis. I will give 

you a clear diagnosis when we complete 

the investigation. If it is appendicitis, you 

will be urgently operated on.” 

“Urgently? Will I be hospitalized?” 

“Of course! Appendicitis is no joke!” 

                                       

Ask the Doctor 
If you have questions about diseases, 

medicines or you need medical 

support, you can have it all at a click 

on: www.netdoctor.co.uk  

 

                             

 

 
 

The Doctor’s Questions 
▪ What seems to be 

hurting you? 

▪ What seems to be the 

matter? 

 
Requests 
▪ Lie down on the 

couch, please! 

▪ Bend your right leg, 

please! 

 
Symptoms  
▪ I feel like vomiting! 

▪ I feel sick! 

▪ I’ve got nausea! 
 

 
 

Doctor’s Advice 
▪ You must go to 

hospital! 

▪ You must be 

hospitalized! 

▪ You must have 

surgery/You have to 

be operated on! 

▪ This is no joke! 
 

      

http://www.netdoctor.co.uk/
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Language Use Practice 
 

A. Generic “you” (G.VII.4) You should use a soft brush. 

You = one = people in general 

 

 

B. Phrases for symptoms: to feel sick; to have a sore eye/ leg/ etc.; to have a tooth/back/etc. 

ache; to feel like vomiting/ fainting/etc.; to get/ fall sick; smth. hurt(s); you have a pain in 

the back/ etc.                                                                                                          

 

5. Match the symptoms described in the first column 
with the diagnosis in the second. 
 

6. Name the physician who gives you 
the following piece of advice: 

a. I have a toothache. 

b. I have a sore ear. 

c. I feel like vomiting. 

d. My joints are stiff. 

e. My eyes are red and  

itchy. 

f. I get sick due to the  

heat. 

1. food poisoning 

2. rheumatism  

3. cavity 

4. blepharitis 

5. heart disease 

6. otitis 

A proper oral hygiene prevents problems 

such as bad breath, cavities, gum disease, 

bone loss and staining. You should brush 

your teeth twice a day with a soft-

medium brush and fluoride toothpaste. A 

few minutes a day (3-5 minutes/ brush) 

can save unpleasant, unattractive and 

unhealthy consequences in future years.  

 

C. Imperative Forms  
 

Search it on the internet! 

Stay! Walk! Bend your leg!  

Don’t smoke! 

7. What would you advise the person in the picture?  
 

…………………………………….. 

…………………………………….. 

……………………………………. 

……………………………………. 

…………………………………….. 

   

  

 

 

8. Give advice. Change the following sentences according to the 
model:  
 

e.g. Don’t drink! / If I were you, I wouldn’t drink. 

 

a. Don’t smoke! 

…………………………………………………………  

b. Bend your leg! 

…………………………………………………………. 

c. Search it on the Internet! 

………………………………………………………… 

d. Stay! 

………………………………………………………… 

e. Walk! 

………………………………………………………… 

 

9. What kind of advice 
did your GP give you 
when you last visited 
him? 
 

 
 

 

 

9. Give more advice on other problems. 
a. ……………………………………………………… 

b. ……………………………………………………… 

c. ……………………………………………………… 

d. ……………………………………………………… 


