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Unit 21  

Tertiary Education  
 

If you have graduated high 

school and you intend to pursue 

your education, the University 

of Cambridge could be a good 

choice. Here is some 

information about its schools, 

faculties and departments. 
 

 
 

The University of Cambridge 

consists of over 100 

departments, faculties and 

schools plus a central 

administration. 
 

Schools, Faculties & Departments 
   Arts and Humanities 

   Biological Sciences 

   Technology 

   Humanities and Social Sciences 

   Physical Sciences 

   Clinical Medicine 
 

If you want to qualify in the 

domain of Humanities and 

Social Sciences, then you 

should write an application for 

one of the following faculties:  
 

Humanities and Social Sciences: 
      Faculty of Archaeology &  

          Anthropology  

      Faculty of Economics  

      Faculty of Education  

      Faculty of History  

      Faculty of Law  

      Faculty of Social & Political  

          Sciences   
 

 
 

Adapted from http://www.cam.ac.uk/ 

Speech Acts 
 

Expressing Plans for the 
Future 
 

I want to pursue my 

studies. 

I am going to apply for 

Cambridge. 

I hope to gain admission.  

 

 
 

 
 

Dean 

Professor 

Reader 

Senior lecturer 

Lecturer 

Tutor 

Research assistant 

Supervisor 

Technician 

 

 

 
 

Visiting 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Undergraduate   Postgraduate 

 

Full-time 

Part-time 

Sandwich course 

Vocabulary  
 
to apply for = a face o cerere de 
înscriere 
Arts and Humanities = Artă şi 
Umanioare 
Biological Sciences = Ştiinţele 
Biologiei 
dean = decan 
Clinical Medicine = Medicină 
Clinică 
to graduate = a absolvi 
(o instituţie de învăţămînt) 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
= Umanioare şi Ştiinţe Sociale 
Physical Sciences = Ştiinţele 
Fizicii 
Faculty of Economics = 
Facultatea de Ştiinţe Economice 
Faculty of History = Facultatea 
de Istorie 
Faculty of Law = Facultatea de 
Drept 
Faculty of Social and Political 
Sciences = Facultatea de Ştiinţe 
Sociale şi Politice 
full-time student = student la zi 
to hope = a spera 
lecturer = asistent 
part-time student = student la 
fără frecvenţă 
postgraduate = student într-un 
ciclu superior (masterat sau 
doctorat) 
to pursue = a continua, a urmări 
reader = conferenţiar 
research assistant = asistent 
cercetător 
sandwich-course student = 
student cu un an intermediar 
exclusiv de practică  
senior lecturer = lector 
staff = colectivul didactic 
supervisor = îndrumător (de an) 
tertiary education = învăţămînt 
superior 
tutor = tutore 
undergraduate = student în 
cliclul licenţă 
visiting student = student străin 
 
 
Phrases 
 
to gain admission = a fi admis 
to pursue one’s education = a-şi 
continua studiile 
 
 

STUDENTS 

 

STAFF 
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Language Use Practice 
 
A. ‘Going to’ Future (G. V. 3. 6) is used:  

to talk about a planned future action:                   

I am going to apply for Cambridge. 

to talk about a future event as the result of a 

present cause: Look how confused he looks. 

Now he is going to ask me for directions.   

 

FORM 

I  

You 

He 

She 

It 

We 

You 

They 

am 

are 

is 

is 

is 

are 

are 

are 

 

 

 

 

going to apply for Oxford. 

  

 

B. Future Simple (G. V. 3. 1) is used: 

- for a statement of future act: I will meet you 

on Sunday. 

    

- for a sudden decision to do something: Wait! 

I will help you!   

      

SHALL is not used very often any more. It is 

used as a first person question to make 

suggestions or offers:  

e.g. Shall we have lunch? 

      Shall I help you with your project? 

 

Future Simple and ‘Going to’ Future 

compared:  

 

will – sudden decision made at the time of 

speaking  

 
e.g. How can I make up my mind? I know! I will 

toss a coin!  
 

going to – future plan decided before the time 

of speaking 

 
  e.g. I am going to send my application tomorrow. 

 I  decided this yesterday after our talk.  

 

 

1. What is going to happen? 
a. You call on your friends 

early in the morning. 

What do you say to 

yourself when you see this 

in the kitchen (have 

breakfast): They … 

 

b. You arrive at the cosmodrome and a 

crowd of people are looking excitedly at the 

space shuttle. One of them says (take off): It … 

 

c. You open your window and 

this is what you see in the 

street. Your room mate says 

over your shoulder (drill up 

the street): They … 

 

 

 d. You have been called 

urgently to the executive 

floor upstairs. You open the 

door, you see several people 

gathered, so you say to 

yourself (have a meeting): 

We… 

 

e. You remember your friend told you 

she forgot to finish a report, so when you see 

her in the morning hurrying out of the front 

door, you think (hand in): She … 

 

2. Offer to help:  

a. Your roommate is busy with a project, so she 

can’t cook although it’s her turn:  Shall 

……………………………………. 

 

b. The phone is ringing and your friend is too 

tired after returning home from an evening 

class:  

Shall …………………………………….  

 

c. It is Saturday morning and clean-up time, but 

your partner has had an unusually busy week at 

work:  

Shall …………………. …………………... 
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            The Internet comes in very handy when you  

            seek out information about admission to colleges. 
 

                
APPLYING FOR CAMBRIDGE:  the complete admissions 

process from deciding upon a course to the final outcome of your 

application: 

   

→ Choosing a course 

          → Choosing a College 

                    → Deferred entry 

                              → Application deadlines 

                                         → How to apply  

  

Choosing a course 
The first thing you should do is choose the course you want to 

study. Details about each course can be found in our courses 

section. You need to check that you are studying the right 

subjects and have the right grades for your chosen subject. See 

entrance requirements.  
 

Choosing a College 
Once you've decided on a course that you would like to study, 

you need to consider College choice. You can send your 

application directly to that College, or you can make an open 

application where your application is allocated by computer.  
 

Deferred entry  
About one in five students coming to Cambridge take a gap year 

before starting their studies. This year out proves a very useful 

time in which to improve skills, earn money, travel and generally 

gain maturity and self-reliance.  
 

Application deadlines 
Your Cambridge Application Form (CAF) must be received in 

Cambridge by 15 October 2007 for entry in 2008 (or for deferred 

entry in 2009), so that we have time to arrange the interview 

process.  
 

How to apply  
As well as applying through the Universities and Colleges 

Admissions Service (UCAS), undergraduate applicants to 

Cambridge must complete a Cambridge Application Form (CAF). 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adapted from http://www.cam.ac.uk/ 

Vocabulary 
 
admissions office = biroul 
admiteri 
application = cerere de 
înscriere  
form = formular 
to check = a verifica 
to complete = a completa 
deadline = termen limită 
to earn money = a câştiga 
bani 
entrance requirements = 
criteriile de admitere , 
cerinţele la admitere 
grades = note/ medii 
skills = deprinderi 
subject = materie (de  
învăţământ) 
 
Phrases  
 
as well as = pe lângă, în 
plus 
deferred entry = admitere 
decalată 
application allocated by 
computer = loc distribuit prin 
calculator 
from … to = de la… până la 
to gain maturity and self-
reliance = a se maturiza şi a 
câştiga o mai mare  
siguranţă  
to improve skills = a-şi  
dezvolta deprinderile 
practice 
to make an open application  
= a face o cerere cu  
variante deschise  
one in five = unul din cinci  
to take a gap year = a lua 
un an de pauză 
a year out = un an de pauză 

Cambridge Application Forms 

The Cambridge Application Form (CAF), 

together with instructions is available from 

your school/college, any Cambridge College or 

the Cambridge Admissions Office (CAO). 

Alternatively, you can print out a PDF copy of 

the appropriate CAF and submit this. 

 

http://www.cam.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/
http://www.cam.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/info/index.html#cao
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Language Use Practice 
 

C. Modals for ADVICE, RECOMMENDATION or 
MILD OBLIGATION (G. VII.3;4)  
 

SHOULD 

e.g.  
The first thing you should do is choose the course 

you want to study. 

 

MUST is used for strong obligation.  

Compare:  

Strong Obligation Mild Obligation 

Mother to daughter: 

You must be home by 

10 o’clock. 

 

Supervisor to 

undergraduate: You 

should spend more 

hours in the library.  

 

D. ABBREVIATIONS 
Abbreviations are often used in English. They 

may be pronounced either as initials or as 

complete words in themselves. In the text 

above you have come across quite a few, 

having to do with the admissions procedure: 

 

           UCAS  Universities and Colleges  

                       Admissions Service  

           CAF    Cambridge Application Form  

           CAO   Cambridge Admissions Office 

  

 
3. Rewrite the following indications with 
SHOULD, turning them from directives 
into advice:   
a. You must fill in your application in bold 

print. 

☺…………………………………… 

b. Hand in the form as early as possible!  

☺…………………………………… 

c. You must submit two copies. 

☺…………………………………… 

d. Read the instructions! 

☺ ……………………………………. 

e. Don’t take two years out! 

☺ ……………………………………. 

 

4. Make some recommendations to a 
freshman:   
a. (attend/compulsory courses) 

…………………………………………… 

b. (read/bibliography) 

…………………………………………… 

c. (not forget return/books/library)  

…………………………………………… 

d. (hand in /assignments/on time) 

…………………………………………… 

e. (join in/students’ group) 

…………………………………………… 

 

5. Use each of the following 
abbreviations in its correct place in the 
following sentences:  
 

    DIY    St   PS   PTO   RSVP   

 

a. Read carefully all forms. Most of 

them carry a   ... at the bottom of the 

page.  

b. The invitation to the reception had ... 

written on it, so I replied at once.   

c. His address ran: Joel Smith, 84 

Walnut …, Dublin. 

d. He thought a little, and then added at 

the bottom of his short letter to his 

parents: … I’ve run out of money. 

e. You can get paint and brushes at the 

… shop round the corner.    
 
 

 

 

 

NB Nota Bene 

 
 

AD  Anno Domini (in the year of our Lord)   
 

    PS Postscript    DIY Do It Yourself    
 

       St  Street         No  Number  
                 

               PTO Please Turn Over 
 

 

RSVP  Répondez s’il vous plaît (please reply)  
                          

BC Before Christ 

http://www.cam.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/info/index.html#cao

