
U 17: PEDAGOGY Beginning Reading 
 

Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.  Richard Steele 

   Just as your little one develops language skills long before being able to speak, she 

also develops literacy skills long before being able to read. What you do, or don't do, 

has a lasting impact on your child's reading skill and literacy.  

Children develop much of their capacity for learning in the first three years of life, 

when their brains grow to 90 percent of their eventual adult weight. When you talk, 

sing, and read to your child, links among his brain cells are strengthened and new 

cells and links are formed.  

   Play is the work of your young children. From the first lullaby to dramatization of a 

favorite story, music and other creative arts can stimulate language and literacy 

development. You can help build pre-literacy skills through dramatic play and one-

on-one interaction.  

   Many pediatricians believe that a child who has never held a book or listened to a 

story is not a fully healthy child. Reading aloud to young children is so critical that 

the American Academy of Pediatrics recommends that doctors prescribe reading 

activities along with other advice given to parents at regular check-ups.  

   Despite the considerable evidence of a relationship between reading regularly to a 

child and that child's later reading development, six in ten babies and five in ten 

toddlers are not read to regularly by parents or family members. Parents are truly 

their children's first and most important teachers and they should not leave to schools 

alone the important tasks of language and literacy development. 

   Children cannot learn to read without an understanding of phonics. All children 

must know their ABCs and the sounds that letters make in order to communicate 

verbally. The question in early childhood programs is not whether to teach "phonics" 

or "whole language learning," but how to teach phonics in context - rather than in 

isolation - so that children make connections between letters, sounds, and meaning. 

Phonics should not be taught as a separate "subject" with emphasis on drills and rote 

memorization. The key is a balanced approach and attention to each child's individual 

needs. Many children's understanding of phonics will arise from their interest, 

knowledge, and ideas. Others will benefit from more formal instruction.  

   There are many opportunities to teach the sound a letter makes when children have 

reason to know. For example, the first letter a child learns typically is the first letter 

of their name. 

   Some teachers worry that encouraging children to learn through experience and 

invent their own spellings will not provide them with adequate language skills. But 

literacy is not so much a skill as a complex activity that involves reading, writing and 

oral language. Ideally, children should develop literacy through real life settings as 

they read together with parents or other caring adults. Children begin to make 

connections between printed words and their representations in the world. 

   Adults should keep in mind that children may learn to read at different paces during 

kindergarten and first grade. This is true for all children, including those with special 

needs and those from linguistically and culturally diverse backgrounds. 
 

Source: Adapted from National Association for the Education of Young Children, 

 http://school.familyeducation.com/reading/cognitive-development/ 
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SECTION I VOCABULARY ACTIVITIES  
 

A. Read the article again and match the following words with their antonyms. 
 

Model: 1. context – f. isolation  

1. context      a. temporary     

2. lasting      b. inability 

3. critical      c. decrease 

4. development       d. misunderstand  

5. comprehend      e. insignificant     

6. capacity      f. isolation  
 

B. All the concepts listed below are related to the process of reading. Use the words to fill in the spaces. 

 
1. Many teachers suggest that ……………………………. should be taught in context, not in isolation. 

2. Children develop …………………………………………………. skills before they are able to read. 

3. They have to be taught the sounds the ……………………………………………………...…. make. 

4. This is the first step in the development of …………………………………….…….communication. 

5. Specialists consider that, when teaching phonics, we should not emphasise the ……………….……. 

6. Rote ……………………………………………….…. is another aspect that must not be insisted on. 

7. Children must understand the connection between letters,………….…………………. and meaning. 

8. As they progress, children begin to make …..……………. between words and their representations. 

9. Not all the children can develop adequate ………………………………………………….…. skills. 

10. Children read at their pace, according to their ……………………...……. and cultural background. 
 

C. Certain words may differ in spelling in American and British English, as favorite vs. favourite. Fill in 
the chart below with other words that correspond to each category. Use a dictionary if necessary. 
 

Am E vs. Br E words 

-or  -our favorite/ favourite; color/ colour; behavior/ behaviour;              

-ze  -se  

-ll  -l  

-og  -ogue  

-er  -re  

-e  -oe or -ae  

-ck or –k  -que  

-dg  -dge  

-ense  -ence  

other program/ programme;  
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SECTION II  LANGUAGE FOCUS 

Prepositions after Passives There are only a few prepositions that can follow the passive verbs. The 

most common is by. Other prepositions are with, and in. We use other prepositions when the meaning 

requires them. e.g. Emphasis is placed on rote memorization. (G.VIII.1.2.1, 1.2.2, 1.2.3) 
 

A. Choose the preposition that best completes each sentence. Tick (√) the correct answer. 
 

Model Five in ten toddlers are not read ………. regularly. 

a for b by c to √ d with 

1. The argument is centred ………. whether or not to encourage children to learn through experience. 

a on b towards c of d about 

2. The essay must be divided ………. three parts: introduction, body and conclusion. 

a to b for c into d with 

3. My attention was drawn ………. the pale little boy in the corner. 

a with b to c for d on 

4. The reading test was prepared ………. great patience. 

a by b with c for d from 

5. A storm of criticism has been levelled ………. the board of the school. 

a against b towards c by d for 
 

B. For each of the sentences below, write a new sentence as similar as possible in meaning to the 
original sentence. Use the word given. It must not be altered in any way. 
 

Model According to the protocol, we must call the president “Mr. President”. 

addressed According to the protocol, the president must be addressed as “Mr. President”. 

1. They will deduct points if you do not solve all the tasks on the answer sheet. 

penalised 
2.  All of a sudden the dyslexic child became very emotional. 

overcome 

3. The researcher was given an honorary doctorate in education by Cambridge University. 

conferred 

4. There were hundreds of children in the school yard. 

packed 
5. The results of her study came as a complete surprise to us.  
aback 
 

Structures with get and have – passive patterns The passive pattern means “arrange for somebody 

else to do something” e.g. I’ll get the book brought to you, or “things that happen to you” e.g. She’s 

had her computer stolen. (G.VIII.1.2.1, 1.2.2, 1.2.3) 
 

C. Rearrange the words to make coherent sentences inside the first and last words given. 
 

Model has bibliography be just to That ……………….. compiled. 

 That bibliography just has to be compiled. 

1. article has Journal published Special of the had his in  

John …………………………………………………………. Education. 

2.  get the teachers have to children their reading prepared for  

The ……………………………………………………………….. test. 

3. her had a application has for turned scholarship  

Jenny ……………………………………………………. down. 

4. my have our photo had for class taken just 

I …………………………………………………... album. 

5. car his had into broken ago a and days the few CD player  

George …………………………………………………………… stolen. 

 
 



SECTION III  TEXT STRUCTURE 
 

Punctuation marks If in speaking we can pause, stop or change our tone of voice, in writing we need the following punctuation 
marks (as signals for the readers) to emphasize and clarify what we mean: 
’ (apostrophe) : (colon)   , (comma)    – (dash)   - (hyphen)    “ ” (quotation marks)   ; (semicolon) (G.XIX.6) 
 

A. Read the following sentences and select the correctly punctuated one. 
Model  
○ a Dr. Bernstein recommends approaching teens “at the right time” and not when they’re angry busy or tired. 

○ b Dr. Bernstein recommends approaching teens at the right time and not when they're angry, busy, or tired. 

● c Dr. Bernstein recommends approaching teens “at the right time,” and not when they're angry, busy, or tired. 

○ d Dr. Bernstein recommends approaching teens at the right time and not when they're angry, busy, or tired. 
 

1.○ a Once they're teens you cant just say because I said so – they won't listen. 

  ○ b “Once they're teens, you can't just say 'because I said so' – they won't listen.” 

  ○ c “Once they're teens, you can't just say because I said so – they won't listen.” 

  ○ d Once they're teens, you can't just say because I said so they won't listen. 

2. ○ a Here's how to get things moving in a positive direction set limits, stick to what you say, be reasonable.  

   ○ b Here’s how to get things moving in a positive direction set limits stick to what you say be reasonable 

   ○ c Here's how to get things moving in a positive direction set limits stick to what you say, be reasonable.  

   ○ d Here's how to get things moving in a positive direction: set limits, stick to what you say, be reasonable. 

3.○ a What you do or don't do has a lasting impact on your child's reading skill and literacy. 

  ○ b What you do or dont do, has a lasting impact on your childs reading skill and literacy. 

  ○ c What you do, or don't do has a lasting impact on your childs reading skill and literacy. 

  ○ d What you do, or don't do, has a lasting impact on your child's reading skill and literacy. 

4.○ a Many childrens understanding of phonics will arise from their interest, knowledge, and ideas. 

  ○ b Many children's understanding of phonics will arise from their interest, knowledge, and ideas. 

  ○ c Many children's understanding of phonics will arise from their interest knowledge and ideas. 

  ○ d Many childrens understanding of phonics will arise from their interest knowledge and ideas.  

                   5.○ a Parent’s are their childrens first teacher’s. 

                        ○ b Parents are their children’s first teachers. 

       ○ c Parents are they’re children’s first teachers. 

       ○ d Parent’s are their children’s first teachers. 
 

B. You are going to listen twice to a short audio file. Pay attention to the intonation, pause or stop, so that 
you can fill in with the appropriate missing punctuation marks in the fragment below. Use a coloured pen.  
�    Keeping Your Teen Out of Trouble by Rose Garrett  
 

Teens and trouble think they go together like bread and butter Well you may be wrong. While 

teenagers do tend towards “risk seeking” behaviour and seem to enjoy pushing boundaries and parents' 

buttons troublesome behaviour can be anything but typical. 

According to Neil Bernstein a clinical psychologist and author of How to Keep Your Teen out of 

Trouble and What to Do If You Can't moodiness self-absorption and obsession with peer approval are 

all run of the teenage mill. However if you notice your teenager getting out of control experimenting 

with drugs or abusing alcohol, it may be time for a wake up call for both of you. Dont expect 

lightening to strike some sense into your teen. Although parents may feel that they are being pushed 

away during the teen years its your responsibility to firmly push back.  
(Source: Adapted from http://www.education.com) 

 


