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UNIT 17 
 

 

I. VOCABULARY  
 
1. Fill the gaps in the text below with the correct words from the box. 

  

      Victorian       redone  interested       roof     bedrooms     

  lake      property  ad  

 

 
For Sale 

 

“Good morning. “ 

“Good morning.” 

“Is this 589-658-1658?” 

“Yes. May I help you?” 

 “Did you post an … in yesterday’s The Torch?” 

“Yes, I did. We have a … for sale.” 

“This means you haven’t sold it yet.” 

“That’s right. Would you like to purchase it?” 

“Yes, my wife and I are really … in buying it. Could you give us some more details?” 

“It is a house built in the … style. It has 5 …, the living room is huge and there are 4 

bathrooms which have been … completely. The … is brand new. The garden is gorgeous. 

You must come and see it, sir.” 

“Can you give us the address?” 

“68, Highfield Street.” 

“There is a … in that area, isn’t it?” 

“You will have a pleasant surprise when you come. The lake is nearer than you expect.” 

“Can we come around 11.00 AM?” 

“Of course. I’ll see you then. Good bye!” 

“Good bye!” 
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II. READING 
 

Love Comes on the Internet 

 

 
      

 Never Say Never 

 

This story is for those who think that internet romance is a joke. 

 I used to think that I would never fall in love, and that no one would ever fall in love with me. 

After years of rejection and failed attempts at meeting women, I had given up and accepted  

my fate as a lifelong bachelor. I should have known that love comes when you least expect it.  

One day, while visiting my favourite chat room, I noticed a new name in the room. As it  

turned out, she was near my age and very, very sweet. We got to talking, and found that we  

were actually quite compatible. At first, I thought that there was no way that such a perfect  

woman could be unattached. Much to my surprise (and happiness as well), she was single – 

and equally interested in me. 

We've since spent countless hours together online, and three wonderful weeks together in  

person. We've been together for almost eight months now (and they have been the greatest  

eight months of my life), and we're already making long-term plans... even discussing  

marriage. There is no one else I would rather be with -- she is the sweetest, most intelligent,  

kindest, most caring, loving, witty, down-to-earth person I have ever met, not to mention the  

fact that she is stunningly gorgeous, inside and out. Despite the fact that we're separated by  

more than 2,000 miles of distance, I feel closer to her than I've ever felt to anyone. With the  

help of fate and a little bit of faith, we've made it, and we're on our way to living happily ever  

after, a fairytale come true. We knew it would be hard to be so far apart, but we also knew 

that if we didn't try, we would regret it forever. 

She just finished college, and we plan to get engaged as soon as I have enough money. In the  

meantime, we both go to great lengths to visit and be there for each other. Even though she's  

not close enough to hold my hand, she never fails to touch my heart. I love her with every  

ounce of my being, and I don't know what I would do without her. 

So to all of you disbelievers who say that online relationships "aren't real" and don't work, I  

say that they can and do work. If it wasn't for the internet, I would never have met my soul  

mate. 
(Source: http://www.poemslovers.com/love_stories.html) 

 

2. Find words in the text:  
a. One word in paragraph 1 that means refusal … 

b. Another word in paragraph 1 that means single … 

c. A word in paragraph 2 that means without number … 

d. A phrase in paragraph 2 that means practical and direct … 

e. A word in paragraph 3 that means not to succeed …  
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III. USE OF ENGLISH 
 
3. Combine the sentences so as to have a relative clause, according to the model: 
 
e.g. Henry Mill received the first patent for a typewriter in 1714. He was English. 

      Henry Mill, who was English, received the first patent for a typewriter in 1714. 

      

     A computer keyboard is an arrangement of rectangular buttons. It was modelled after 

     the typewriter keyboard. 

     A computer keyboard is an arrangement of rectangular buttons which was modelled  

     after the typewriter keyboard. 

 

a. A printing press is a mechanical device. It is used for applying pressure to an inked 

surface resting upon paper or cloth. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b. Johann Gutenberg assembled the first printing press. He lived in Germany. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c. Around 1424, Cambridge University owned 122 books. They were very valuable. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

d. A newspaper is a written publication. It contains news, information and advertising. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

e. Magazines are publications. They are generally published on a regular schedule. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

     

4. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the verbs in brackets: 
 

Holiday Review 

 
We … just … (come) from a holiday in Pontresina, Switzerland, at Hotel Engadinerhof. 

This hotel is famous for its cuisine and for the quality of its services. The resort is 

beautiful and quiet, people are nice and friendly. It is a place we … (fall) in love with five 

years ago, and we … (return) to for a holiday every year since. We … (discover) the 

beauty of the surroundings in 2004, but the time … (be) too short and we … (not 

manage) to cover the distance of 580 km hiking trails. There was so much more to see 

and we … (decide) to choose this resort as our holiday spot. We even … (spend) our 

honeymoon in Pontresina! There is no better place to be in the seventh heaven than the 

highest-altitude valley that branches off from the Upper Engadine. 

So, … already … (you/book) a hotel room for your next holiday? If not, it’s worth giving 

it a try and making Pontresina your destination. Alpine hiking, mountain climbing, golf, 

Nordic walking, mountain biking are only some of the activities you can perform. Oh, I 

… (not mention) it: you can take an eight-kilometre walk to St. Moritz. 
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IV. LISTENING 
 
5. Listen carefully to the following audio file about Matt Damon and fill in the gaps with the 
missing information:  
 

Matt Damon 

 

Matthew Paige Damon (born October 8, 1970) is an American actor and screenwriter. He … 

(a) the Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay for his screenwriting in Good Will 

Hunting and was nominated for his lead performance in the same film. Growing … (b) in 

popularity from the 1997 film, he has since … (c) with A-list actors in mainstream films, and 

today is rated amongst the top actors in Hollywood. 

With his wife, Luciana Bozán Barroso, Damon has a daughter, and also a … (d) from 

Barroso's prior marriage. He … (e) multiple awards for his film … (f) and is one of the top 

twenty-five … (g) grossing actors of all time. Damon … (h) actively involved in several … (i) 

organizations, including the ONE Campaign and H2O Africa Foundation. In his most recent 

roles, he … (j) Jason Bourne in The Bourne Ultimatum, and had an uncredited cameo in Youth 

Without Youth. 
(Source: Wikipedia, The Free Enciclopedia) 

 

V. WRITING  
 
6.  Use the following information to write an account of your imaginary holiday: 
 

Holiday Review                    

 

Amber Hotel; Mauritius; situated within walking distance of the village; white sandy 

beach; turquoise blue water; lovely weather; clean and spacious room; friendly and 

helpful staff; good evening entertainment 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/October_8
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1970

